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Grant Strain (left) and Christian Urrutia select cannabis for customers at the Cannabis Buyers Club of Berkeley. 


Berkeley ready to lead 
New Year’s pot parade 


City moves quickly 
to give dispensaries 
required licenses 

By David Downs 


Come Jan. 1, when recreational 
marijuana sales can legally begin for 
the first time in California, the city 
of Berkeley is on track to emerge as 
the Bay Area’s de facto capital of 
cannabis. 

Commercial sales to people 21 and 
older can legally begin New Year’s 
Day in California, 
but pot shops 
need both a state 
and a local license 
to conduct such 
transactions. 
Unlike San Fran- 
cisco or Oakland, 
Berkeley has become one of the very 
few of the 400-plus cities and coun- 
ties in California to create such a 
license. 

The amendment now goes toa 
City Clerk for chaptering and be- 
comes effective in 30 days. The city 
still has to “finalize” the licenses and 
grant them, said a city spokesman, 
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Urrutia, a budtender at the dispensary, displays a product. Legal sales of 
recreational pot can begin in the state on Jan. 1. 


Matthai Chakko. 

All people 21 or older could be 
able to buy cannabis in Berkeley as 
soon as Jan. 1 — which could mean 
long lines there, according to Char- 
ley Pappas, vice chair of Berkeley’s 
Cannabis Commission, a public 
advisory body. The dispensaries 
stand to make millions of dollars 


more in revenue and generate mil- 
lions in sales taxes, while neigh- 
boring cities miss out on the eco- 
nomic activity. 

“It’s important,” Pappas said. 
“Berkeley is going to be happy. I’m 
sure the three dispensaries are going 
to be happy about it. I give the 

Marijuana continues on A9 


Doubts on Schaaf’s homeless pitch to landlords 


By Kimberly Veklerov 


Oakland Mayor Libby 
Schaaf intensified her call 
Friday for city residents to 
open their houses to home- 
less people — even as land- 
lords said there would be 
serious legal issues with 
the idea and the mayor 
herself said she had no 
immediate plans to offer 
up her own residence. 


Schaaf said that while 
she has no such space to 
share at her home in the 
Oakland hills, she would 
be willing to consider mak- 
ing room for an unshel- 
tered person to live. 

“T do not have a second- 
ary unit, and I do not own 
any rental housing,” Schaaf 
said, adding that she 
doesn’t have much time 
these days for home im- 


provement. “The idea of 
creating a secondary unit 
in my house is one I’m 
willing to explore with my 
husband.” 

Schaaf’s comments came 
a day after she delivered a 
State of the City speech in 
which she made the strik- 
ing plea to homeowners to 
open their doors to home- 
less people if they have 
extra space. 


“Give up that Airbnb,” 
she said Thursday. “Fix up 
that back unit.” 

Oakland landlord Rick 
Philips, a past president of 
the East Bay Rental Hous- 
ing Association, said it’s 
unlikely homeowners will 
lease rooms to homeless 
people because of the city’s 
many laws that support 
tenants. 

Housing continues on A8 


Cal will 
bail out 


indebted 
stadium 


Chancellor plans to tap 
academic program funds 


By Nanette Asimov 


Cash-strapped UC Berkeley will tap mon- 
ey for academic programs to help pay off a 
massive debt from the remodeling of Memo- 
rial Stadium, Chancellor Carol Christ said 
Friday. 

Although the source of the bailout fund- 
ing hasn’t been identified, it is not expected 
to come from students’ tuition dollars or 
taxpayer-supplied state money, said campus 
spokesman Dan Mogulof. 

In exchange for the bailout, which could 
total nearly $200 million over several de- 
cades, the athletics department will have to 
balance its money-losing budget by 2020. 
Christ said the rest of the campus has also 
committed to closing a deficit of $77 million. 

The athletics department may also have 
to hand over Edwards Stadium, the 85-year- 
old field at the west edge of the campus 
that is used for track meets and soccer 
matches, Christ said. The campus would 
turn it into classrooms, student housing, a 
performance arts center or other use that 
raises money and addresses campus needs, 
Christ said. 

“While no decision has been made about 
Edwards Stadium, as the campus moves to 
assume responsibility for some portion of 
the stadium debt, I believe it would be ra- 
tional and equitable for intercollegiate ath- 

UC continues on A8 


Police panel 
considers 
giving Tasers 
to officers 


By Vivian Ho 


The San Francisco Police Commission met 
late into Friday night on the issue of whether 
to equip officers with Taser electroshock 
weapons — a proposal that has been debated 
for more than a decade — as sheriff’s depu- 
ties locked down City Hall in response to a 
raucous protest against the plan. 

Activists speaking out against Tasers shut 
down the meeting for about an hour, voicing 
concerns during public comment over the 
potential for abuse. This resistance from 
community members and police critics has 
killed every proposal to arm officers with 
Tasers going back 13 years, though the police 
officers union and several past city chiefs 
have long called for providing officers with 
additional less-lethal force options. 

“Please try (a Taser) on yourself before 
you make the decision,” activist Maria Cristi- 
na Gutierrez said just before she went be- 
yond the two-minute allotment allowed for 
each speaker during public comment and 
Commission President L. Julius Turman 
called the meeting into recess. 

“You're talking to me about giving another 

Tasers continues on A9 
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